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war started, his is quite natural, e are concerned with a 7-year 
period, during most of which there v^s war, which is a hazardous and 
ring occupation. During these years some generals died, others fciled, 


ill others fell out of favors; new faces appeared as renlacements; 
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still other officers into the status of commander-inechief. To the extent 
that in war the hazards were sharper and the failures more costly in the 
wehrmacht than in politics, this tur. over may have been correspondingly 
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greater in the Wehrmacht than in the Nazi Party. But again, these yuos- 


tions are relevant only on the responsibility of individual rembers of 
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CT 
ct 
— 
2 
a 
o 
ry 
95 
= 
D 
J 
Ls. 
Hy 
a 
و‎ 
ct 
> 
IE > 
Me 
ow 
- 
شم‎ 
< 


circumstance is, I tako it, tha: 


nitor 1942 could not: have taken part 'n the plannine and launchins cf 


9 
asrrossive wars. It is true that by the end of 1942 the VWehrma ht, led 


n 


1. la 2 ea y' ود‎ va = ^ yl A g س‎ , 

by the accused group, had invaded or overrun all or a larre nart of every 
Mm cc ^ ^s “4 * . 1 ٩ 5 T v» ۱۳ > a rx E r^? a PA ۱ 4^ 1 1 1 7 
neighboring country except Switzerland and Swe ten, so that further wats 


1 . - 
OI ۹ rore aa Sr ha (| ^ , A% m a MYO S ¬ = ¬ ^ dia. m uà ۰ ۰ ١ 
Go^ Vesion nad become impractical. I suppose that it micht bo urred 


wart a 3/9336 Sf ar TR SU diui . 
with equal, if any, force tha many Cormans joined or rose to hich rank 


, 
td 


in the SS or the Party Leadership group after 1942. Gertainl: tho FEU 
ment ignores that the military leadex. ip group, long after 1942, wes a 

group whose official orders were to murder commandos and eomrissars 
to anhievo "pacification" by Spreading terror. Many of the atcocitic 
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element ."+9 This is a factual question. Its solution is not advanced 
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Ihe testimony of numerous generals, assuring its credibility, that 
the military leaders did not have any formal ore«niz 
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turn tho professional officer into & conscript or make his status an 
involuntary ono. No one becomes 2 professional officer without knowing 
in advenco the obligatio is that wiil bind him in time of war, Tho 
fenaticol Nazis who rushed to volunteer for the early Waffen-SS divisions 
or who voluntarily joined other psraemilitary sections of the rarty coul: 


after resign but i have ni 


ot there 


were conscripts or involuntary members 


1 
5 
7 


and High Command group were keen, "x ssional warriors who competed 
3th others like themselves for tie responsibilities and honors of being 
commanderseinechief, They rose within the Wehrmacht just as an ambitious 
Party mber might riso to be a Kreisleiter or Gauleiter. 

In fact, retirement was easier for the commandereinechief than anyone 
else in tho. wehrmeoht. The junior officer who protested against what 
was going on around him might lose advancemen be moved to a less 
desirable assignment, or be court martialled and disgraced. He was not 
given the option of retiring and ne was usually too young to plead ill- 
ness plausibly. The commanders-i hlef were in a much better position, 
No war Office or har Department wints a field comnander-iu-chief who is 
in constant and fundamental disogrecment with his instructions, Such 


Conmnadorelnechiet must be removed. Yet often 
prestige, and acknowledged ability so that his 
be embarrassing, and retirement or acceptance 
best solution for all corned, 
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here 18 not a shred of evidence to contradict the charge that members of 
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for the march into Austria had to be quickly improvised,“ But tho plans 
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time." [ho record makes it quite clear that the generals! attitude was 
not based on any opposition to a diplomatic policy supported by military 
threats, or on any disagreement with the objective of smashing Czechoslo- 
tla. Mather their attitude was t at the ‘wehrmacht was not as yet (in 
1938) strong enough to face a wor wth major powors. The defendant Jodl 


expressed it very clearly in his diary, ln drawing a contrast ۷ 


BRL uw HR bred Sand m ۳ ld wa used. z کی‎ 4 de k vaša > a and à 
Une tuenrer's intuition that we must do it this year and the opinion of 





i vss ša Se eer سرت‎ mamam ر‎ e. y $ d. ; s de e p^ ۳ m k. 7) a ۱ 7 
tho Army that we cannot do it as yet, as most certainly tho Vestern 


~/ 


mn 
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Hitler produced the results that all the generals desired 














AIO 


H2743 - 13 


۹ 
m TN D =< der» ved - i a 4 $4 ^o SAPE TP TI PA 7 har 
The testimony of Blomberg and Blaskowitz "s 1n no way weonenee Ww, 
4 HR d . T om ‘ 796 ۲7 1 A bus dis cT ON: ša رکب‎ 
eo stetements of various defense witnesses that many army oiiiocrs Cis» 
۱ 2 Ts a Nal VREME. . K. Mi 3 5. ido 1 ša 3 ^ dad. ^ m3 
liked sona f Hitlor's internal licies and distrustec some o. the HAZI 
- . . . = T 2 z = ۴ ۲ ۳ - A zi ۶ چه:‎ Ji K . ^" - = si =- a پو‎ z 3 as" 1 
ssliticians. +t is too much to € "tb that all partners in cornu should 
- 2 1 a ^ ids ۹ asia - " ۲۹ 8 pep ("13 " ba ۰ "a + r بر‎ , "m q © 2 (^, T paš di PONE 
| 1 no t J ماب‎ trust C non Uno! s ] na L 2 ۱ ۳ 2 > 5 Uv | al را‎ 380 a oe o Ñ bv CE he 3 v w 
l. ra ت‎ J Cli G : ie S cl: 4 SC vi. 11! he Li it di, vo 3 1 Lh! L do fl ER - ^ G V : 9 J a با‎ do 4 es il 
1 1 . ۰ -—* E. ~ 1.7L ^ gU my " -$ - ^s ska 1 D ~ + > p! 
the world, morcly omphasizes the deep agreement bctwoon tho Far and 
ae A. Lo - a » لا‎ za ~ ca db» ٩ ۲ ^de که‎ ^ D. گم‎ zu do d w^ چم‎ y^ ۾‎ e " lu. 
the military leaders : the most essential objectiveseenational unit 
: yet . ^ pale 4 ws Pl P "S Ms ۱ la ^ wo س تا‎ ‘ 1 K 4 “4 - e TL. s 
and armed right, iu order to acconmiish territorial &p7re&r.lzo t. This 
E CURE T AE TEMA OU ^ uh as ۲۷ db esa iš ٩ a aa. 1 b didis A. KRK. " 
C i) L nd ka 1 موه‎ U 2 `~ > C. 5. sh! Iz O لے‎ debe LIT s vil ll vd G ES VA - nl y J. JA K ~V TNE Vt شا‎ U Li J. LV 
n Y ode ER 3 1 26 d da. Ri, Pu ue N, PORN > یر‎ oe cae دا‎ ul 4 
1 CL V. Ol 3۱ S C ille b b Ua GOL SC (C obo r el e, net al EN mai LT و‎ VM vi S 
1 t. m "n L^ — iza c k 4 pF ۱ 2 hi 0۵ 5 ۳ 1 x s ^" ^ - ۱ E 1 
Co بل‎ vao army iraini. DOCTILON ber 1 the war aud later commanded a 
- Kaše > Cm sa 4-55 d nal db 4) ۳:۲۲ APS vimi dio. Sus 
Panzer A2 y Alo LI'I ۱ rour ni OA Q E FI «be OI ۱ ۴ T ASked waat was 
meo 
th attit P ۳ r م د‎ e! ۱ v d vra v) Batlarv 1 ۰ y " es r1 ve 
یا‎ LC UL uU ۳ "2 ۱ 18 1 فا‎ i ww Gi hu L A sA ‘ ELA! d CI 3 ۱ 1 k nl v 01 با‎ *- 
t1 1 dod. ^ TELA Se 1 Z "T : - As ^ E 1 1 ^4 
a! Å ۱ t "I | 1€ the nad: Nc: 4.4.1 le Licer WI KEL yU 
’ Iz . iod. f 3 ed UO TP NER v CER coe dom 
ek up Hitler in his extraordinary successes, Hitler nad 
1 = E go E deas 4. mer 9 Pasos PN ug BP. 
1 Vw VA 7 i / 1 ۳ dia QI 9 u را‎ M ایا‎ 1 S OK y و‎ la. 1 LU. Ci 1. 1 ۷ 1 LALA 
t tU o J 
L A we JF Xe a 1 44. 2 ' ۹۹ M Y T 1 
alb دنا بل‎ Y 2 dl P EL LLC M و‎ A ln A Q Lt G S Qo 
C "Tr 5 Y ` 1 4 v " ! 8 4 M rr ^ ^ ^ " fi ^ L. a d € " i ` } ^ 
So wo tur to thi ar itself. in croup of milit ry LOoOAQOrS 
g d did. dE dies b Tan 14 a OVA toy dt ۱ 1 1 E cr adu a e 1 
G1 IS Li LOU Lil ا‎ > ۱ Y 0 t v. t WEG 0 uch lari er; VU C A V 4 Q lc bita r C ]e 
"m 1 4* "s سل‎ - 27.5 , - c 4 "3 ۱ . - " -^ M |. obe V a 1 1 erin ` 
Oc Di LUC A nly د‎ Wil vii v. crals 5r! Atay but (lg V 4l. Ul Ulli War Le ras WA) 
se RE ut. ws ua Rd er ELS n CR IC NN Aad i DTE SE 2d ^. ` onse 
commanded t Johrn2acht in the fioliesenamos far re 1 iliar to and 
Na stavni. 6 de 2 i A od bL f m 4-3. "en OPE 
1 1 ۰ DY Cili C jos of he territories verrun oy tne GOormanSe Name S 
چم‎ VIF ۱ oc e eaters TT T 1 ER "La Zh UU". TA ۳ ME 82^ ۳ 
Suo: $9. Blas! owitz, V Í JOK, VON 4۱1 و۵‎ KBOBBt lr ne, VON i 1cnenau, 
E 4 
M» a m aids s, a 2 E, مت‎ M. oo 
LAL) La CE Ve Vs, 17 ori ie, tals VU TA 4107 ۱ © 
Ta oy مه‎ yl ska 1 ^ — ۰ v ar ` an | EU xE : a ۹ ] " a j " 4 ct a : 
nat ۱ the renerals say in defense of the attac] n Poland? Some 
1 de "1, . A 2 24 - ^ i K. z T pa s . T m 2 - 
l YACLYI statements, like Wansteii ۲ 6 expla Du hat the roles mi nt 
v JA 
Farê lv" attack Germony,?* a srely lauzhabl ibo مد‎ best 
601 8.1, 9 8 ٩ QUUSOX Wo] y, AI mere ۷ AUS NaAOLE ADOU$ uno 38 
«Eb - خت‎ ۱ 4. ۹ m. Pe J- fe a ee ZUR ee aa ae m MR Ld 
they Q 4 BO 8 i wo KJ أ 127 ریا‎ A c ار‎ 1 Lick ما‎ E lan VV ui d ۴ ۵ 5 ld یا‎ Ww. با‎ ! Uv 
i dude 0 os 55 Picea” SNE ar db Edo *«oO0d3h413 ۲ et Z 0 (o A. Wy MEER 
31 I US ^ | lc u C1 s riis سا‎ ۰44 d K E ۱۲ 5 it m] C1 Q CL ۱ - » .- S 1 LAV LOUS 9 i 4 t Á CI 
ee TO nx es "S dicum ۲ ۳ 8 4 A ان‎ A. zami — 
hinself had mede it clear to the wilitary leaders that it was n v4 
na ana A fus E 1 L DE 3. m "y > TN nani di, WU 
question cf Dangig and the Corridor, but of living space and increasing 
th r 1 ۱ lv near | nal $ $. {tat nr 56 miha ^ pola nanl J harro 
Ac I à BL 1 V nder Gorman explolvavlolle ine fenerais coula nave 


hardly expected the Poles to give themselves up entirely without 





الا ۱ 


H2743 - 4 


à ne a > A 
~ +> > 2 A. " y 7 سك‎ ae d i í s "^ - 5 A " "n * ev a . ۱ » Z ; ۳ 1 )] 
strurgle, ond Hitler had said that there w uld be war and no repetition 
M. E bey ا ر‎ dm ۱ - pe » 
n 1 ^ KI > 57 
of the Czech affaire 
1 à : 11 ۱9۳ ega a Bri, 
Rut TE is ] defense that tho generals h ped for a "olum»nkreis5e 
ias ‘ id de کی‎ clove $e Dat and 
P " 3 Era BS es for thc do fr. "msc have e rec G that ) ۵7 n an Lom S h Eak 
اا‎ ww UU ui. 2: ew * ب‎ ma x de Wd d » 
E ur 
s K 4 - do" a " ar 1 "^ £s m "ht OC Mh ay a ^ 
vere to be enforeed by military throats and ar might e ne! sn 


evidence that the renerals opposed this policy of sheer holcupe In 
ES V a. Mobi à el d cc s Pa . 


۰ : az dv ifia ea aoi tae ما ای‎ OE aiumna tha Zali sh 
fact, it is clear that they heartily endorsed it, since the lish 
, 11 ] r t ۹ " x m = | - 2 * I 
corridor was regarded by them as a “aeseoravion ane tne I j FY 
- " ^ ۶ w - w v. ا‎ al 4 A 
459 
. Zz a % " P a i vz v 2 1 ° di» « c 
E 152 1 ۳ f (6 ۳ er 1 t: PI i Ü yyy n "De L re 1 21 1 Pa "n ۳ k S 
- "Ma --— k = as v - o - ~ 
۰ ۰ j - alla , 2 
۹ heen a defense that a roober 1 surprised by the recsistano: T 
i ver bab سا‎ il As lv J S190 Vii v V we ok hJ تا‎ b È m » b V 


Ca 

O 
2 
O 
— 


$ 5 M ۱ 1 |i " ۰ m ja m prm ry v , $ 4. “ry } ole ka ^X 05 س‎ ¬ f moO 
lile hier recciven tne PLANS ior tne ULLACA in Jun Qna uvnorearvuor pore 


+7 


th ther commandersein-chief did also, A week before the attack, all 
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naval members of the group and, after Hitler's approval ha been obtained 
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whether it was to sostpone the western offensive or to launch the attack 
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offensive, in which he discusses very tentatively his futuro plans in 
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France, a possible offensive in pain, whether Madeira and the Azores 
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"TI shell expect the commandersei: ~shief to express their 
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P l2ty and syen Logical understanding that there were niy a few people 
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months, only four outsiders (all from the 99)84 achieved the coveted 
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was already known or suspected thrcurhout the werld many years agos 
I cannot suppose that anybody will ever subscribe to the view, which 
tho nilitory leaders have boen forced by circumstanecs to put forward 


here in order to try to clear themselves from a stain which is too 


dark to be 00 








H2743 -0019 


al Te 


13 t 2 Ad m m T z ou; ud 1 aye 
Be Counts Three and Four of the Indictmentee 








— mo o eee. E 1 e- ——À av aE 2A c o —— 
ir Crimes and Crimcs ujalnet Humanity 
as a 


"mono مید سے‎ o اسو‎ o سد ۰ .“می که‎ — o نیت‎ —— EE ,امت‎ om cmo n o ss c s e e 


m. 3 ^r G . (£8 ga $ um سم‎ 3 v e ۱5 ^ Q p 4 (^ ۱ A T4 
the crines against pesce in which the General Staff and Hich 
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up participated led inevitably to the war crimes which 
followcd,. “ithout the participation of this group in the erines 
apodnust peace, there would have bcon no war crimes. It is nota 
chauvc from one subject to another, but only the inevitable chai 
of causation, which leads us now to consider the methods by which 
the ..chrnacht waged the wars it had launched, 

4€ do not, of course, suggest that the hands of every German 


soldier were plunged into innocent blood, or that the rules of war 


but we d say thet the nature anl extent of the atrocitios ordered by 
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ون( 1ب‎ ol murcpo, reveal and prove a calculated indifference on tho 
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^no uneontcsted fact is that the Supreme Command of the iehrmacht, 
und ; E 3 7 ext v te که‎ ce H’ ۰ } y 4 ote no s+ ys ay pe 5" lc 1 
luistructions Irom Hitler as its commandereinechief, issued various 
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-ers which flagrantly contravened tho rules of ware These included 


^i these rdors, and 1% does not and cannot contest their criminality. 
Lather wo are told that the German commanders were hon rable soldiers, 
uhat tho isapproved of thes: rders, that they tacitly arrecd not t 
mc orders, and that the orders were not oxccuted. 

ofonse against the facts in tho case of the 


Commando toy Mh ricinal order ® ۱ 
1۳102 Thi ririnal order and the other relevant do 
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The order was not a purposeless piece of criminality; allied commando 
operations were doing serious damage to the German war effort, and Hitler 
thought this order would act as a deterrent. 

ie order was issued from the OKW and distributed to all three 
orancnos of the service. There is ample evidence that it was fridely 


distributed and well-known within the Wehrmacht. Rundstedt, Supreme 


ra OD 
۱ و سر‎ ie ds "v REPE PH V : A } a m ۱ e ; Tee 
Commander in the West, revorted on June 23, 19h that" "the treatment 
۳ of enemy commando groups has so far been carried out" according to the 
Hitler order. Two years later, under different circumstances, Rundstedt 
testified that he "evaded" and "sabotaged" the order, and that it was not 
۰ A ONS "11 ja T. - ۱ - 1 ۹ 1 te ۰ . 
carried out, but we know from the documents that it was carried out, 
Pursuant to this order, British and Norwegian commandos were executed in 
kra گس من ن مت‎ O) » 9) 30 ۰ è "T a ^ 61 
orwap ir 1942 and 1943; American commandos were shot in Italy in 19hh; 


allied soldiers were executed in Slovakia in 19h5,°° and, in the 


nature of things, the order must have been carried out in other instances 


lu tne light of these docunents, what remains of the defense? 
Stated oct favorably, merely that because some of the military 
iders disapproved the order, it was not executed as often as it other- 


mise might nave been. But this defense is worse than worthless; it is 


must not forget that to kill a defenseless prisoner-of-war is 
not only a violation of the rules of war. It is murder. And murder is 
not the less murder whether there is one victim, or 55 (which is the 
numbor of slaughtered commandos proved by the documents), or Ohlendorf's 
90,000. rime has been piled upon crime in this case until we are in 
danger of losing our sense of proportion. We have heard so much of mass 


extermination that we are likely to forgct that simple murder is a 


ine laws cf all civilized nations require that a man go to some 
lengths to avoid associating hinself with murder, whether as accomplice 
or accessory or co-conspirator, and these requirements can reasonably be 


plied to the German military leaders. Before this Tribunal they have made 


mach of their traditions of honor, decency, courage, and chivalry. 
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Uncer German military law, a subordinate is liable to punishment 
for obeying the order of a superior, if the subordinate knows that the 
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comunmdo order required the commission of murder, and every German 
i.icor who handled tho order knew that perfectly well. 
Hitlor directed the issuance cf this order, the leaders of 


the sohrmaoht knew that it required the comission of murder. The 


rosponsi:-il?ity for hondlin; this question lay squarely on the group 


Acoico whether to refuse to issuc a criminal order or whether to pass 
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lv on t. tne CGonimnjderselnechici in the field. The cormanders in the 
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f the .chrmacht. This 
out the subordinate commanders in the same position as their suncriors, 

ag ^ro Gold that some cf the Generals tacitly acrecd not to carry out tho 
rcor. If so, it was a miscrable and rthless compromisee By distrie 
nuting the order with "scerct” or "tacit" understandings, the commanderse 
inecnicf merely spread the responsibility and deprived themselves of any 
ffcetivo control over the situation, A tacit agreement to disoboy cannot 


96 to widely cireulatcd. The inevitable result, and the result proved by 


re 


tno cocuments, was that tho order was carricd out, and innocent ron were 


Ta he we y ند‎ e, z ۱ ^ نت‎ ak 1 بت‎ ^ - 
beenus. he was responsible for enforcing the commando order, General 
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Dostlor was tried, convicted, and shot to death, 9 For tho sane orime, 
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roalkenhorst now stands condemned to dio. But the responsibility 


, ~ di i Ned 35 : ^ ۰ 
for those murders is shared by Falkenhorst : Dostler with every German 


Curcunncdereinechief, at home or in the ficld, who allowed this order to 
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beeome the offieial low of the ehrmacht and participated in its 
distribution. On this charge alone, I submit, the Gonoral Staff and 
High Command group is proved to have participated directly, effectively, 
and knowingly in the commission of war crimes, 

On the Eastern front, the callous indifference of the Germen war 
lords to violations of the laws of war and to mass suffering and death 
produced results equally criminal and, because on a grander scale, far 
more horrible. The atrocities committed by the wehrmacht and other 
agencies of tho Third Reich in tho east were of such staggering enormity 
that they rather tex the power of comprehension. Thy did all these 
things happen? Analysis will show, I believe, that it was nok simply 
madnoss and bloodlust. On the contrany, there was both method and purposo, 
These atrocitics occurred ss tho result of carefully calculated orders 
end directives, issued prior to or at the time of the attack on the 
Soviet Union, which form a coherent, logical pattern, 

«e need not here consider the reasons why Hitler, in the fall of 
1940, began to consider seriously launching an attack against the Soviet 
Union. ve do know that beginning in September of 1940, he was constantly 
discussing this possibility with the military leaders, who had ample 
opportunity to express their views to him. ‘ie know that there was a 
division of opinion among the senerals; none of them appear to have been 
much governed by moral scruples, but some thought the ettack unnecessary, 
and others were dubious that a quick victory could be achieved, However, 
still others agreed with Hitler that the attack should bo launched, $° 
«hon Hitler, in consultation and with the support of part cf the military 
leadership, decided to make tho attack, there is no indication that any 
leading generals stood out decisively against the decision, °! and they 
embarked on the war with the utmost determination to carry it throurh 
to n successful conclusion, 

ihotevor may have been tho reasons whieh prompted the attack, there 


was one factor which, once the decision had been made, became a vitally 


important object and purpose of the attack. That was to seize large areas 
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Third Reich, 
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the most extreme methods," and 


furtherance of 


the German troops 


t to be punished 


punishment were necessary to maintain discipline and 


of food materiel, Every commissioned 
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lileer on the eastern front was to be instructed promptly and emphatically 
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to behave in accordance with these principles. The language of the order 


was calculated to incite officers and 
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Composition cf this 
revolting picture. In more detail, Eitlor exnectcd particularly bitter 
position to his now Russian ro;imos from officers and arents of the 

oovict government and from all Jews. These clements ho deeided to 
exterminate utterly, as they would otherwise remain a constant focal 
point of resistance within tho occupied ropions, 

In furtherance of these policies of mass murder, the OK; issuod 
the order for the killing of all political commissars who might be 
oapturod, ? This, like the commando order, required the murder of 
dofenscless prisoners-of-war. And in this case thc military leaders 
ochaved in procisoly tho same fashion. Not onc comiandor=inechief 


openly protested or announced his refusal to exoeute the order. A fer 


۱ ۱ 9 
commancers may have refused to distribute thc order down to the troops, 
but it was distributed and became well-known over the entire castern 


front,"? is in the oase of thc commando order, we arc told that by 
tacit agreement anon: the commanders, it was not earriod oute The 
evidence in support cf this is that particular gommanders or other 

sfficers never »ersonally know of an instonee where a captured commissar 


AJ ta 


was shot. „o may assume the truth of sone of these statements, bub it is 


3 


nonotheloss totally incredible, in view of tho orderts wide distribution, 


and the doliborate brutalizinc of the German soldier by such orders as 


My ads 


U 


that tho eommissar order was not carried out in many cases. It must have 


The campaign of mass extermination was extended fron commissnrs to 
all Communists by the OK7 order of 16 september 1941,7° which direetod 
that all cases of resistance to tho .ehrmacht, no matter what the circurn- 
stances, should bo attributed to Communists and that "the death penalty 
for 50-100 communists should generally be rerardod as suitable atonement 
for one German soldier's life," 


Terrorization and exploitation of the Russian countryside and 


extermination of undesired olenonts could not, “viously, bo carried 


OA 


these ani such directives as Reichenau and Manstein issued tc their troops,"^ 








e25- 


out by tho .chrmacht alone. Many other و‎ 


had an important share in this far-flung, evil program. 
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othr agencies, perhaps the most unsooakable were the spe 
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forces cf Himmler, known as Einsatzgruppen and Hinsatzkommandos‏ 
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particularly by slaughtering communists and Jews. 
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convzmporary documents and from the confession 


Eiler, but these units could not simply be turned loose in 
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performed, 


Ihe particular missions of tie Hinsatzgruvpen were assigned Ly 


c erational and rear arcas of conquered territory, without adminis- 


tration, supply, communication facilities, and sufficient control by 


the military to insure that their tasks would be coordinated 


at least would not obstruct, milita y operations. 


mace every effort to conceal this plain Pact, but 


indced anyone who eives the matter a moment's thoug 


it is true. 
and this is quite clear from the documents. 
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for the preparation of the politionl administration, task 
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Special Areas of 13 March 194178 provided that Himmler could 
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further details should be arranged between the OKH and Himmler, 
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betwoon Heydrich and General Warner of oxi, 100 and 
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These infamous pangs of murderers, in short, were fed and housed 


by the army and would have been helpless without the army's support, 


A 


Ihe testimony of some of the German generals that these killings of 
thousands upon thousands tock place without their knowledge would make 
one smile, were not the truth so black and Sickening, A military area, 
even far behind the front, is not a desert where one can wander to and 
fro unchallenged. It is a veritable maze of rear headquarters, trucke 
ing companies, ammunition dumps, supply depots, signal installations, 


1 


hospitals, gasoline dumps, railway guards, prisoner-of-war stockades, 


-J 


anti-aircraft batterios, Airfields, engineers, ordnanee units, motor 
poolseea thousand and one other troops that furnish the base of operas 
tions and the lino of communications for an army in the field. The 
smooth functioning of this vast and complicated train is vital to the 
success of the combat troops, Tho enemy knows this, and is eager both to 
disrupt it and to extract intclligenee from it through sabotage groups, 
agents, and partisans. ‘Wherefore the occupying forces guard their 
installations, patrol the ronds and railways, and garrison the centers 
of population, Travellers, no matter what uniform they wear, aro 
stopped and questioned and asked for identification. These troops in 


the rear come in oloso contact with the civilian population, and know 


A 


- 


what is toing on among them, Military police anč counter-intellicence 
troops police the area and report on its condition to higher headquarters, 
Furthermore, a commander in the field dislikes to have autonomous 
units under special orders from home at large in his area, This is 
particularly true when, as here, tho units came as servants cf Himmler, 
Wini tae vorman generals say they thought to be their enemy, intent 
on ufsurping their powers Hd functionse The iden that Himnmler's 
extermination squads flitted throuch Russia, murdering Jews and 
communists on a large scale, but secretly and unbeknownst to the 


army, is utterly preposterouse-the desperate sparring of men who 


have no recourse but to say what is not truee 
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Let us look again at the pattern as a whole. ‘Yost of it was 
written down in plain German before the attack on Hussia was launched. 
Terrcrize the populace, let acts cf violence and brutality on the part 
of German troops go unpunished, kill the commissars, kill 100 communists 


when... or you can find an excuse, make way for and feed and house 8 


r^ 
ta 


squad: performing W which result from the struggle which has to be 


carricd out between two opposing political systems, 10 ind the politica 

syst» for which the conmanders-in-chief were fighting had already been 

exte. inating communists and Jews and boasting about it for 
lhe German generals were bright enough to understand this patter. 

in uny event, it had been explained to them. The OKW directive suspending 

th. courts martial ended with a directive to the military leaders to 

inform their legal advisors about the "verbal information in which the 

political intentions of the High Command were explained to the Cov mandere 

in-uhief," 103 The defendant Rosenberg, at the time of or before the 

invasion, advised Keitel, Jodl, Warlimont, Brauchitsch, and Raeder about 

his "political and historical conception of the eastern problem" 10h 

According to Brauchitsch, Hitler had explaired the "ideological" nature of 

the wor to all the commanders-in-chief in conference at the time the 

comi sar order was issued, 10? The affidavits of Generals Roettiger, 

Rode, and Heusinger further confirm the obvious conclusion that the 

whol: pattern of "pacification" was well understood throughout the 

Germ: ài military iendaphip, Vo 


n army demoralized and brutalized by criminal orders and evil 
doctrines will behave in a brutal way in circumstances where they 


hav : no explicit orders, I have not, for instance, scen a written 


orc or that Soviet prisoners who could not march should be shot. I 


am prepared to believe that some German generals treated prisoners 
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as well as thoy could, but 1 also find convincing the complaint of 
the young German licutenontiO" that efforts to pacify and exploit 


the Ukraine were bein; frustrated bocauses 


"prisoners were shot when they could not march any more, 


rizht in the middle of villages and some of the bigger 
hamlets, and the corpses were left lying about, and the 
population saw in these facts what they did not under- 
stand and which confirmed the worst distortions of enemy 
propagandas" 
For the same reasons, the anti-partisan warfare was carried 
Ne RE ۱ : ma TENSA PEPE T VORTE 400 
out brutally, and with enormous loss of life among innocent civilians, 
AS the divisions of tho German army were transferred between the 
eastern and western fronts, the practices on each front spread to 
the other, Slaughter at Kherson and Kovno was reflected in massacre 
at Malmedy and Oradour« The German army had been demoralized by 
its leaders. I reeall to the Tribunal thot a high German military 
judge, as early as 1959, granted “extenuating circumstances" to an 
oo officer who, without any reason, shot 50 Jews in a Polish synagogue 
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'as an SS man, particularly sensitive to the sight of Jows, 
and to the hostilo attitude of Jewry to the Germans, he 
therefore acted quite thoughtlessly in a youthful spirit 


۱ 


of adventure," 
One must remember the 2vservation before this Tribunal of SS Obere 


n 4 r» ۰ a 110 
Gruppentuchrer BacheZelewsky, who pointed out that: 


"when for years, for decades, the doctrines aro preached 
that the Slavic raco is an inferior race and Jews not 
even humen, then such an explosion is inevitable." 

The defense of these charges is the same as in the case of the 

commando order. A mass of affidavits have been submitted by individual 

commandersein-chief and subordinate officers in which they express their 
abhorrence of these orders and profess that they did not execute them. 
again wo hear of tacit understandings, even in the face of evidence 

as to the slaughter which the rders caused. It makes one gasp that 

such a defense can be put forward, apparently without shame, 
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specified in the indictment, 


1 " » ^ - و 
Keltel, Jodl, Brauchitsch, Goering, and‏ 
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their colleagues at the center cf affairs eirculoted these malignant 

orucvs, the base criminality of which a child could sec, Kleist, Kluge, 

Rund: t Reichenes Schobe lienstcin and tho other field commanders~ 

hunastedt, Reichenau, Schobert, Manstci 

inec icf distributed them to their subordinate officers. No secret 

agrec onts could forestall the terrible results which followed inevitably. 
ls it really too much to ask that tho conmanderseinechief should 

have refused to distribute these orders? As sold ers they were boun 

to olay their supreme commanders, but their cwn law and code says that 

1t iu the duty of every soldier to refuse to obey orders that he know 


to by criminal, This is hard for the ordinary soldier, acting undor 


cr 


pis solepoint orders from his lieutenant. lt is for less diffizn)- 
fo. the commanderein-chiof, He is expected to be mature, educated, 
accustomed to responsibility and disciplined to be cady and unflinche 
inc when put to a teste Under their own law and under the traditions 
they are so shameless as still to - aunt, the leaders were in duty bound 
to reject the orders, Their failure caused suffering and death to hundreds 
of thousands; their failure resulted directly in countless murders and 
other brutal crimes; and they, far more than the soldiers whom these 
order: led into crime, are the real crininals, 

l'itler needed ti commanderseinechiefs; he needed thom desperately 


and wuld have beon helpless without thom,111 they could have hold 


every man, is expected to meet. And it was not, in most cases, fear of 
Hitlc; that causod them to betray thosc standards, They were ready 
enourh to digopreo with Hitler : on other matters which they rerarded 

48 v re important, They did not want to risk a breach with Hitler 


over what they eollously rerardod as a minor matter, They were intont 


tt " RC ie: eee a i i ee 
on larger" thingse-tho conquest of Europe--on which they ana Hitler 


were in agrocmont« 
nome of the military leaders, we cannot tell how many, wore 


willin; to go much farther and to stand Sponsor for Nazi ideology, 
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112 and Manstein lent ti cir names and prestige Shamolessly 


Roichenau 
in order to advance these vile doctrines, We cannot capture all tho 
orders; we cannot tell how many German commanders-in-chiof there aro 
who, like Manstein, unctuously prot. stiz ng their disapproval of Nazi 
doctrine, could be confronted with their own nauseating manifostos, 

o may assume, for the sake of argument, that many German ceomnundors« 
in-chief disliked the pattern of or ors and doctrinos which the evidene 
here has unfolded. He who touches filth is not excused because he holds 
his nose. For reasons which appearcd to them sufficient, the Germa 
military leaders helped to weave this pattern. It is just this calcu- 
lated indifference to crime which makes their conduct so wispcakoble. 
Those individual commanders-inechief, if any, who can show clean hands 
may come forth and clear thomsolv.., But the military leaders as a 
group, 1 submit, are proved beyond doubt to have participated directly, 
effectively, and knowingly in numercus and wide-spread war crimes and 


crines against humanity. 


III, CONCLUSION 


ست ree‏ عت ۰ 


Under Articles 9 and 10 of the London Agreement for tho trial of 
major war criminals, Keitel and Rac or and the other military defendants 
are on trial not only as individual. but as representatives of tho 
German military leaders shipe The military defendants committed their 
crimes as military leaders and handein-hand with others. It is in their 
representative capacity that the rilitary leade in the dock are truly 
important, 


The evidanna o PA خه گ‎ ote : ne 1 1 
ihe evidence against this group 18 so complete and compelling 


that their attempts at defense must ون‎ desperately and inconsister ntly 


tyd aen Tb. n. 4 ٩ do 
contrived, When called to account as a group for their crimes, the 
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famous German Goneral Staff disintegrates, like a child's puzzle thrown 


: t1 f : ۰ ' 1 TJ 
on the floor, into 130 separate pieces. We are told that there was nothine 
! V٢ A7 Vil, le 


there. Called upon to state their 


v.2WS on Hitler, GDgEressivo WAT, or any 
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other unpleasant subject, the pier . reassemble themselves into pattern 
instantly and magically. With true German disciplino, the same words 

come from every mouth. nhon the question is the participation of the 
armacht in killing Jews, they indignantly deny that their soldiers would 
do such thing uio when the question is the enforcement of law and 
discipline within the Wehrmacht, we are met by affidavits saying that 


' M 
> 


German soldiers who killed Jews were court martialed and sho: harged 

with rosponsibility as a group, they plead immunity on the ground that 

they could not resign and thot their status was therefore involuntary, 

oeoking to establish that they diss proved the policies of Hitler, they 

boast that many of their number who expressed their opposition were 

allowed or requested to resign. ۵ inconsistency of their appeal to 

thc soldier's oath of obedience is particularly shameless. Charged 

with launching aggressive wars against neighboring countries, they plead 

the oath in their defense. Accused of crimes committed during the war, 

they take credit to themselves for refusing to obey criminal orders, 

And so it is represented that the soldier who in tine of peace was come 

pletely bound by his oath give uquestioning obedience, rezardless 

of consequences, to ‘a perjured head of state, could nevertheless, when 

his country was at war and obedier.« supposedly far more necessary, dabble 

in secret disobedience and thereby chift tho blame and responsibility for 

the murder of commandos and kommissars onto Other shoulders, 
Let us look once more at these military leaders whose actions wo 

have just examined. They are a group in more ways than one, They are 

more than a group; they are a class, almost a caste, They are a course 

of thought and a way of life, They have distinctive qualities of mind, 

which have been noted and commented u upon by the rest of the world for 

many decades, and havc their roots in centuries, They have been 

storical force, and are still to be reckoned with, They are proud cf it, 

To escape the consequences ^ loir actions, these men now deny 


all this, But in their very deninl, tho truth is apparent, Their croup 


Spirit and unity of outlook and purpose 1s so deep that it drops from 
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their lips willy-nilly. Read theii ctostimony; always they refer to 
themselves as "wo" or "we old soldivrs," and they are forever stating 
"our" attitude on this or that sub; ct. Rundstedt's testimony is full 

of such expressions of the attitude of the German military leaders as 

a group on a great variety of questions. Manstein told us that "we 
soldiers mistrusted 211 parties"; " re all considered ourselves tho 
trustees of the unity of Germany"; and "The National Socialist nim of 
unification was according to our atvitude, but not the National Socialist 
methods „, "118 

what are the characteristics (|. the German military loaders? They 
have becn fomiliar to students of history for a long time; books have 
been written by them and about ther. They are manifest in the docunents 
and testimony before the Tribural, 

They are careful observers of rmany's internal politics, but their 
tradition and policy is not to ide. fy themselves with parties or internal 
political movements, This is the only true note in the refrain, sung so often 
at this trial, that "we were soldicys and nct politicians," They regard 
themselves as above politics and po'iticians. They arc concerned only 
with what they consider to be tho: er, unchanging interests of Germany 
as a nation. As Manstein put it; 119 


"We soldiers mistrusted ill parties because every party 


in Germany pis ced its own interests above the irtorests of 
Germany. We all considered ourselves tho trustees of the 
unity of Germany in this respect e . € 
Ihe Germa. military leaders aro deeply interested in foreign politics 
and diplomacy. Any intelligent professional officer must be. Training 
is conducted, equipment is built, and plans are evolved in the light of 
what is known about the military potential and intentions of other 
countries. No officers in the world were moro aware of this than t 
Germans; none studied the internat: nal scene as Closely or with such 
"T 120 
cold cal culation, It was their ntor, Clausewitz, who describ 1 wag 


۵8 an instrument of politics, 


Ihe German military leaders went Germany to be free from political 
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fluctuntions, and a governnent whic. will mobilize German resources 
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behind the Wclirmacht and inculcate io the German public the spirit 
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ideas which were carried over from cld Prussian times and we had known 
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alroudy without tho National Socialists, This is what Manstoin meant 


by tho "unity" of Germany 1*7 


the German military leaders believe in war, They regard it as 
part of a normal, well-rounded life, Manstein told us from the witness 


p ^ . 
box??? That thoy "naturally considered the glory of war as something 


" ^ : 10 
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great.” The "considered opinion” of OK in 1958 recited vna 


"Despite all attempts to sutlaw it, wor is still a law of 
nature whici may be challenge? but not eliminated. It serves 
the survival of the race an. ct te or the assurance of its 
historical future. 


"This high mom] purpose gives war its total character and 


7 7 


its ethical justification, 
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These characteristics of the German military leaders tro deep and 
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Ihcir philosophy is so perverse tl.: they regard a lost war, anda 
3 مر‎ obe L. m Se se E 4A ^ 
defeated aud prostate Germany, as a vloriovs rtunity to start again 
- s ša ških 9 r $^ T bom De s 1 k 
on the sano territle cy lee Their ittitude of mind is nowhere bettor 
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set ferth than in & spei on Qelaver oy General Beck bz?oro the uerman 
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"Ar academy in 1935, le audle!s. oi young officers was told that 
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uhe hour of death of our old nacnificer U arm " in j9:9 "led to the new 
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life of the young Reichswehr," and that the German army returned from 


ha ipot ure o «m "t RENE RSS, 1 . 
the first world war "crowned with t. leurels of immortality," Later 


on they were told that if the عم مد دس‎ Tandana 1 E 
ley were told that if tho military leaders have displayed intelligence 


1 
ana courage, then losing و‎ ib 
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5۶ WM iobled by the pride of a glorious 
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who reeoreated and made strone ama 2 7 
re-created and made strong again the German wehrmacht." 
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In previous years it was other mene 
s with any man or government that 


In 1935, that man wos Hitler. 


Ihe German militarist will join foree 
offers fair prospect of effective support for military exploits. Men 


who believe in war as a way of life learn nothing from the expcrionce 


, ; , 
of losing one, 


I have painted this picture of the German military leaders not 
because it is an unfamiliar ono, but because it is so familiar that 
we must not become preoccupied 
of military organization at the 


i 


it may be in danger of being overlooked. 


with the niceties of a chart or detail 
expense of far more important things which are matters of common know- 


lities and conduct are open 


ledge., The whole world has long known about and suffered at the hands 
of the German military leadership. Its cua 
world now to be told that there is no such group? 


Is tho 
German warelords cannot bo judged beeausc they 
such 


and notorious, 
ave had to deol seriously with 


my" g 
man 


Is it to hear that the 
were & bunch of conseripts? ۵ 
arguments only because there are no others, 
militarists is clear does not make 
big and evil 


That the case against tho Ger 
we are at grips here with somethin 
955 or evon 1921; something 


it the less important. 
aud durables; something that was not born in 193: 
Sar more important than any 
nd that cannot 


much older than anyone here; so-ethin: 
individual in the dock; something that is not yet dead a 
n's noose, 

of gas chambers, 


woe 


world 


bo killed by a rifle or a hangme 

nths this court room has been a 
skulls, froezing 

It is vital to the 


mer 
iiin 


For nine 
mountains of corpses, human-skin lampshades, shrunken 


experiments, and bank vaults filled with gold teeth. 
conscience of the world that all the participants in these enormities shall 
But these exhibits, gruesome as they are, do not 
Little will be accomplished by shaking 


to justice, 


be brought 
It is much harder to dig the tree up by 


lic at the heart of this case, 
the poisoned fruit from the tree, 
the roots, but only this will, in the long run, do much good, 
The tree which bore this fruit is German militarism. Militarism was 
o Militarism 


as much the core of the Nazi party as of the Wehrmacht itself 
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is not the profession of arms. Militarism is embodied in the "militarye 
minded nation” whose leaders preach and practice conquest by force of 
arms, and relish war as something desirable in itself, Militarism 
inevitably leads to cynical and wicked disregard of the rights of others 
and of the very elements of civilization. Militarism destroys the moral 
character of the nation that practices it and, because it can be ovcr- 
thrown only by its own weapons, undermines the character of nations that 
are forced to combat it, 

The woll-spring of German militarism through the years has been tho 
group of professional military leaders who have become known to the world 
as the “German General Staff." That is why the exposure and discrediting 
of this group through the declaration of eriminality is far more important 
than the fate of the uniformed individuals in the box, or of other members 
of this group as individuals, Keitel and Raeder and Rundstedt and Kessele 
ring and Manstein have shot their bolt. They will not lead the legions of 
the vohrmacht again, 

ihat is really at stake now is not the lives of these particular men, 
but the future influence of the Gorman General Staff within Gc many, and, 
consequently, on the lives of people in all countries, That is why it 

: 126 
was declared at Yalta: 
"It is our inflexible purpose to destroy German militarism and 
nazism and to insure that Germany will never again be able to 

disturb the peace of the world. ‘We are determined to disarm and 

disband all German armed forcos; break up for all time the Gorman 

General Staff that has repeatedly contrived the resurgence of 

German militarism." 

The first stops toward the.revival of German militarism have bcen 
taken right here in this court room, The German General Staff has had 
plenty of time to think since the spring of 1945, and it well knows what 
is at stake here, The German militarists know that their future strength 
depends on reestablishing the faith of the German people in their military 


prowess and in disassociating themselves from the atrocities which they 


committed in the service of tho Third Reich, Thy did the Wehrmacht meet 


with defeat? Hitler interfered too much in military affairs, says 
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Mansteins ^7 uhat about the atrocities? The Wehrmacht committed none, 
Hitler's criminal orders were discarded and disregarded by the generals e 
Any atrocities which did occur were committed by other men such as Himmler 
and other agencies such as the 55. Could not the generals have taken any 
steps to prevent Germany's engulfment in war and eventual destruction? 

io; the generals were bound by their oath of obedience to the chief of 
state, Did not an SS general say tnat the Field Marshals could have 


128 


prevented many of the excesses and atrocities? The reaction is one of 


superiority and scorn: "I think it is impertinent for an SS man to make 
129 sa 
such statements about a Field Marshal," says 0 و‎ The documents 
and testimony show that these are transparent fabrications. But here, 
in embryo, are the myths and legends which the German militarists will 
seck to propagate in the German mind. These lies must be stamped and 
labelled for what they are now while the proof is fresh 
This is as important within our own countries as it is here in 
Germany. Militarism has flourished far more widely and obstinately 
Germany than elsewhere, but it is a lant which knows no national bounde 
aries; it grows evorywhere. It lifts its voice to say that war between 
East and West, or Left and Right, or white and Yellow is inevitable, It 
whispers that newly devised weapons are so terrible that they should be 
hurled now lest some other country use them first. It makes the whole 
world walk undor the shadow of death. 
German militarism, if it comes again, will not necessarily reappea 
nder the aegis of Nazism. The German militarists will tic themselves to 
any men or party that offers expectation of a revival of German armed 
They will caloulate deliberately and coldly, They will not 
bo cucterred by fanatical ideolog gies or hideous practices; they will take 
crime in their stride to reach the goal of German power and terror, We 
have seen them do it before, 
Ihe truth is spread on the rocord before us, ond all we have to do 


is stoto tho truth plainly. The German militarists joined forces with 


Hitler and with him created the Third Reich; with him they deliberately nade 
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o world in which might was all that mattered; with him they plunged the 
world into war and spread terror and devastation over the continent of 
Europe. They dealt a blow at all mankind; a blow so savage and foul 
that the onsecience of the worl? vill recl for years to come. This was 
not wars; it was crime. This was not scldiering; it was savagery. These 


things need to be said, We cannot here make history over again, but we 


can sce that it is written true, 
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Transcript, p. 15432. -Brauchitsch was absent at the time. 
Transcript, pe 15357. 


Keitel, Goering, Jodl, Transcript, pp. 566-569 and 2139-37. 


E 


Reichenau, Sperrle, von Schobert, and, of course, Vanstein, 


21) 

ry ۰ "vt reč دم‎ « 1 è r n 
Transcript, p. 2130; 1700-PS, USA 72, entry for 10 larch 1230, 
Transcript, pp. 19357-09, 


1700-PS, USA 72, entry for 30 May 1930. See also the entry for 
10 hugust 1936, which makes it clear that the doubts expressed 
to Hitler by the military leaders as a group related primarily 
to "defects of our preparation" and inadequate western fortificatious. 


Transcript, pp. 15367-09, 
386-PS, USA 26, 


Transcript, pp. 743-00l,, See especially items 11, 15,17, le, 19, 
26, 31, 33, and 54 of the "Fall Gruen" file, The Navy's role was 
secondary, but OKM was kept informed and laid its plans. ove item ll. 
1730-PS, USA 72, entries for 6,0, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 17, 20, 21, 

~ e Rex 


Goering and Stumpff, 
Jeschonnek and Stulpnagel. 


ipt, po. 808-810, 910, and ?1l; C-136, USA 10h; C-130, 


Transcr m 
b; 280 2-۳5 و‎ USA 1 2 2195-PS, USA 11 m 
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Commission transcript, p. 1630. 
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group consisted of about 22 members. USA 770, 
Mah v nkol pi 4 
Transcript, p. 15136, 
۱ ri v on 6 or ۹ ۸ ad A 3 
Transcript, pp. 15309-93; 15515-16; Commissioner's ort ii 45 


L-79, USA el, De Q 


L-79, USA et, De 3e 


e oi m 


4 d ۰ ad asf 
392, 15515; Commissioner's Report, p. 155, 


۳ 
V 


Transcript,op. 15390, 15 


nort pe 155, 


SA 5363 USA 5373 Commissioner's Ro: 


Transcript, p. 15135. 
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Transcript, ppe 1060-1100, and 7159-2162, 


‘embers of the group included Keitel, Jodl, Raeder, Schniewind, 
jocring, and Jeschonnck, as well as the following who later became 
members: Docnitz, Warlimont, Carls, Fricke, Kranke, and Falkenhorst. 


Transcript, pp. 15397, 15h37, 15516, 
Transcript, pp. 1539lh-97. 


(ranseript, 15/130. Jodl's diary indicates that during the first 

half of 1940, Hitler was practically living with the military leaders, 
ind that consultation with the ficld commanders (Manstein, Reinhardt, 
Rommel, Kessclring, Student, Sperrle, Richtofen, Falkenhorst and 
others) was frequent. 1009-PS, GB 68, especially the entries for 

l/ February, 5, 7 and 15 March, znd 2 Vay, 19h0. 


Brauchitsch claims to have opposed the western offensiv: on the 
ground that a diplomatic settlzs it of the war was preferable. 
Transcript, po. 1539h-97; Commission transcript, p. 1353; 
Commissioner's report, p. 155. One can imagine what kind of a 
settlement this would have been. And there is no evidence that 

CRE over drew up any plan for a western offensive which did not 
contemplate violation of the Low Countries! neutrality. 

hhl-PS, GB 116, Ses also the “aval Var Diary, و۳17۵‎ US 136, Trenseript 
p. 11/0, A perusal of this diary makes abundantly clear the 
preoccupation of the naval leaders with political questions, and 
great initiative in making recor condations to Hitler. See especially 
the entries for 9 Waren, 5 and 1 June, 20 August, 26 September, ll 
November, and 20 and 27 Decemb... 1940, and 6 and 20 April, 22 and 30 
Vay, 6 and 1h June, 19l1. 

Commission transcript, p. 3250, 


"ive generals from the Austrian ^rmy became comnanders-in-chicf 
(de Angelis, و66‎ Lochr, Rauss, Rendulie) 


Dictrich, Hausser, Hirmler, and “teiner. USA 778. Hausser had 

been a regular army officer until 1932, and held the rank of general- 
major when he resigned. Both Steiner and Dietrich were also in the 
Reichswehr until 1933 though neither attained high rank. 

C-L1, GB-96; Transcript, pp. 1097-1100, 

l'98-PS, USA 501. 

Transcript, pp. 2173-2190, 

631-P O , USA 5 GO ۰ 

Transcript, pp. 15517-16; Commissioner's Report, p. 171 

205—S, USA 5453 512-PS, USA 5h6; 526-PS, USA 502. 


L-51, USA 521. 


Militaerstrafgesetzhuch, para, ۰ 








Bhi, 
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99. 


100, 
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FOOTNOTES 


An intermediate course, apparently adopted by Rommel in Africa 

was to suppress the order without further notice or protest to 
higher headquarters. Commission Transcript, pp. 1263-6). Rorrel's 
chief of staff (Westphal) explained that "that kind of disobedience 
was only possible in another part of the world, so far away from 
main headquarters. I do not think this was possible in the East 

or in the West." Commission Transcript, p. 126 


2610-PS, USA ۰ 


"or the views of various commanders-in-chief see C-66, GE 01; 
C-170, USA 136, especially the entries listed in footnote 71 
above; Transcript, pp. 1500-01, 15437, 15516. 


Ihe commanders and chiefs of staff of OKW, OKH, OKL, and OKM all 
(except ochniewind, who gave way to Fricke) continued in their 
positions without change, Yost of the field commanders-in-chief who 
had participated in the Polish campaign and the western of fensive 
also participated in tha attack on the Soviet Union. USA 778, 


h59-PS, USA 926; Transcript, pp. 15l6li-66, 


0-50, USA 554; Transcript, pp. 2191-95. 


"When judging such offenses, {against enemy civilian 
it must be borne in mind, whatev r th circumstances, that 
the collapse of Germany in 1916, tne subsequent sufferings of 
the German people and the fight against ational Socialism 
whicn cost the blood of innumerable supporters of th« movement, 
Nore caused primarily by Bolshevik influence and that no Gerran 
has forgotten this fact," 


Transcript, pp. 15405, 1538-0, 15516-17; Commissioner's 
Report, pp. 163-6h, 


Se 3 USA 565, 


USA 565 shows that it reached divisional headquarters. 


fhe wide distribution of the order is also clear from the 
affidavits submitted by the defense, such as Nos. 324A, 32LB 
(down to regiment), 324C (regiment), 333 (battalion), and 336. 
D-411, UK 81, USA 556; lO6l-PS, VSA 927. 

Cele, USA 555. 

L-180, USA 276; R-102, USA 470, 

Ohlendorf, Transcript, pp. 2001-55, 

hh7=PS, USA 135; Transcript, pp. 15466-8}. 

Under this directive, thc fear arcas were under a nilitary 
commander who was directly responsible to OKW and whose orders 


superseded all others, See paragraph 3 of lh7-PS, USA 135, 


Transcript, po, 1502-00 
po, MI 


USA 557; Transcript, pe 2080-95, 
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105. 
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lj 7-PS, USA 135. 


C-50, USA 55h. Note also that the commanders-in-chicf were 
directed to confirm only those court sentences "which are 
in accordance with the political intentions of the High Command." 


1039-PS, USA ۰ 


Transcript, p. 15405. It is difficult to credit the testimony 
of Rundstedt that Hitler exnlained the commissar order to the 
comnanders-in-chief (Transcript, pp. 15516-17; Commissioner's 
Report, pe 164), but that the Jewish extermination policy was 
unknown to them because " Hitler would never have expressed such 
intentions to officers" Transcript, p. 15517. Certainly 


Hitler's Jewish policies wer: ' - tha it time no secret to anyones 


USA 560; USA 5633 USA 56h. 

USSR 218; Defense Document Book, p. 136. 
R-135, USA 289; Transcript, p, 2225. 
D-21, GB-567. The 
reported to Halder, 


presumably to von Kue 
Brmy in Poland. 


otes show that this episode was 
lef of ti: General Staff of the Army, and 
O mander- in-Chief of the Third 


G OD 
cC 


Transcript, p. 14 


| m. 


Brauchitsch made this quite el.ar in his testimony before the 
Commission. Commission Transcript, p. 3250. 


UK 81, USA 556:‏ و11با- 


he soldier in the eastern territories is not merely a 
» according to the rules of the art of war but 
also a bearer of ruthless national ideology and the 
avenger of bestialitiee wiich have been inflicted upon 


1 


arman and racially related nations, 


"Therefore tho solčicr must have full understanding 

for the necossity of a severe but just revenge on sub=- 
human Jewry. The Army h.s to aim at another purpose 

i.c, the annihilation o? v:volts ir the hinterland which, 
aS experience proves, hvo always been caused by Jews." 


yx سم‎ ( (NS 
LO6h=PS, USA 9273 


C. 1 m ^ al 1 2 buys a3 ۰ 3 Y 
"Since 22,0 the ucrmai cople is engaged in a life 


and death strucgle against s Bolshevist system, 


"This struggle is not being carried on against the 
Soviet Armed Forces alo: in the established form laid 
down oy Zuropean rules of warfare, 


"Jewry constitutes the niddle man between the 
enemy in the rear and the stili fighting remainder of 
the Red Armed Forces and the Red leadership. "More 
strongly than in Europe, it holds all the Key positions 
in the political leadership and administration, controls 
trades and guilds and further forms the nucleus for all 
unrest "nd possible uprisings. 


"The Jewish-Bolshevist System must be exterminated 
once and for all. "ever again must it encroach upon 


our European living space, 
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127, 


Transcript, 


War Diary. 1780-P3, USA 72; 1809-PS, GB 88; 


N00 


FOOTNOTES 
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"The soldier must appreciate the necessity for 
harsh punishment of Jewry, dar spiritual bearer of 
the Bolshevist terror. This is also necessary in 
order to nip in the bud all Poche n which are mostly 
attributable to Jews." 


p». 1515-60 

Transcript, pe 15453, 

For instance, defense affidavits Nos, 501 and 1630, 
transcript, pp. 15512, 15515, 15516-17, 15523; Commission 


Transcript, ppe 1354, 1336, 1337, 1338, 1543, 1346, 1348, 
1554, 1566, 1374, 1377, 1490, 1517, 1528, and 1534, 


1551, 


Commission Transcript, pe 3632. 

Commission Transcript, p. 3632, 

For abundant proof one need only read Jodl's diary and the Naval 
C=170, USA 136. See 
footnote 71, above. 


Commission Transcript, p. 1336, 


Commission Trenscript, p. 3632, 


Transcript, pe 15460. 


Le2ll, GB 161, 


Defense Documont Book, pp. l-ll, The occasion was the 125th 
anniversary of the founding of the Academy. General Beek later 
became Chief of the sonoras Staff of the Army, and is pointed to 
by Brauchitsch and others as a nun who opposed Hitler's warlike 
intentions in 1938, Transoript, pp. 15587-89. 


Extract from tho text of the report of the conference in the Crimea 
made public at the White House February 12, 1945. Scc algo the 
following quotation from the report on the Tri-Partite Conference 
in Berlin, held from July 17 to August 2, 1945; 


"All German land, naval and air forces, the SSos Selle, 
ine and Gestapo, with 211 their organizations, staffs ond 
nstitutions, including the و‎ staff, the officers! corps, 
reserve corps, military schools, war veterans! organizations 
and all other military and quasiemilitary organizations, toe 
gether with all clubs and associations which serve to keep 
alive the military tradition in Germany, shall be completely 
and finally abolished in such manner as permanently to prc- 
vent sho revivol or reorganization of German militarism and 
Nazisme 


ao 


Commission Transcript, pp. 2672-78; 
"He ' Hitler) lost the war in tho long run, because he 


had tried to tako it up with the whole world, but he would 


never have lost it the way he did if he had let the generals 
it themselves. 


run 
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"I had not wanted his IHitler's) removal at all, I 
only wanted to be certain that Hitler would secure for 
hinself a sensible chief of the General Staff and that 
he would have one who would be listened to over his own 
commands as Fuchrer, but this was no longer possible." 


USA 5693, 


Commission Transcript, pe 1366. 


Comuparc walter Lippmann, Behind the Curtains, May 30, 1946; 


"The Allies have disarmed the old German Army. They 
have dislocated and destroyed the old German war plant. 
They have demobilized the old German Army. But if they 
have not deprived the military caste of the hope and exe 
pectation of a military career, they have not demilitarized 


Germany." 
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